GEORGE WOODCOCK

" FREEDOM PRESS ¢



Published by
Freedom Press

27 Red Lion Street, London, W.C.1
July 1945
and printed by
Express Printers, London.



What is
Anar('hisfm

TO MANY ENGLISH people anarchism
remains what it has been represented by the
ruling classes of the world since, seventy
vears ago, Michael Bakunin first hit the hre
of social revolution across the skies of Furope
—a crced of terror and destruction, of chaos
and fratriaidal social strife.

To the ruling c¢lasses it 1s indeed a creced
of terror and destruction, for 1ts success
means the end of their world, the end of
case for the few at the cost of miasery for
the many, the end of privilege and explota-
tion, of the empire of money and greed,

But, as Michael Bakunin said, ““the urge to
destroy 1s also a creative urge.” And in the
destruction of the present form of society, the
anarchists envisage not the empire of chaos, but
the growth of an integrated socety ot free co-
operation, where equality will  become real,
where oppression  and  exploitanon  will  be
abolished, where men will live in_ peace and
crust 10 a society based on justice and mutual
aid between individuals, and where human life,
freed from the fetter of poverty and oppression,



ol government and propecty, will develop whth
u lrecdom oo richoess such s has only heen
appronched  spasmodically  at the  most  vital
periods of the world's lastory.

Woe will take ftathat no sincere man has any
tundamental objection (o our mim s stated In
stuch general terms.  Almost every person con-
cerned  with poahitical thought will agree that
such a lorm ol society 18 desirable, and the
attraction  which the concept of freedom has
lor the majority of the people of every nation
in the world is shown by the way in which
our rulers use it continually in order to induce
their subjects to fight in the interests of their
respective  imperialisms. Even the political
parties, communists and socialists, which base
their methods on principles of authority
diametrically opposite to those of anarchism,
at the same time claim as their ultmate objec-
tive the anarchist society where the state will
mysteriously have withered away of its own
accord.

These political gentry, however, pay- only
a token adherence to the concept of a free
society. Their whole technique 1is, 1In fact
based on a seizure of the machinery of
authority and the replacement of the present
exploiting class by a bureaucracy which will
inherit its power and therefore its opportunities
of privilege.
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This process a8 entively apposed to  the
convept of snarehsm, wod ot as mere chiddish
ness 1o suppoase that any class which has
poguired power as likely 1o let it go agan
with any degree of ense. The state  will

never wither nway., It must he destroved ot
the roots,

Practicability of Anarchism

The general objection to anarchism s, then,
not on grounds of 1ts undesirability, but on
the grounds of its impracticability. A long
period of education will be needed, it is asserted,
before they can be trusted not to turn freedom
into licence, and, therefore, human nature being
what it is, justice and equality can only be
given to men through the Kkindly supervision
over their affairs by governmental means. The
anarchists, on the other hand, claim that theirs
is the only means of achieving a just and equal
society, that government is an institution that
will of necessity breed privilege and inequality,
and that insofar as it it true to say that men
are at present unsocial beings, they are made
so not by their innate characteristics, but by the
fact that their natural aptitude towards mutual
asid and co-operation for the fulfilment ol
common ends has been warped by the imposit-—
tion of a system based on coercion and decsit
—which are and must always be the two corner

stones of authority.
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I ot us examine the Causes Whlch are respon-
sible for inIusnce and_mlserj' OI.COFEW
society. Iheyv Ere, briefiv, the Institutions of
property and sovernment—the economic exploi-

-

tagion and political domination of the many by
the few.

The Class Society

Human society to-day—and this is true no
less of countries that have remained semi-feudal
or have become pseudo-socialist than of the
plutocratic empires of the West—is divided into
two classes, those who control the means of
production and reap the profits from their
exploitation, and the workers- who operate the

cans of production for the smallest wage their
exploiters dare to pay them. Between these two
classes there is no interest in common, and the
rivalry between them is inevitable so long as
the exploitation of man by man is allowed to
contnue.

Ghdi

S¢ men 10 enjoy plenty while the masority
hive at or a little above starvation level. but
alsc because 1t results in a retardmen: of the
exploitation of the resources of nature and an
aruficial depression of the level of socal life.
The difference in the standard of human lifs
which would result from a free and equal distri-
bution of the present products of the land and
of 1ndustry 1s small in comparison with the
vast increase in production which would become
available, concurrently with a great increase in
leisure, if the means afforded by modern science
to improve production, both on the land and
in the workshops, were used to their full extent.
The interests of private ownership, however,
forbid the full use of scientiic knowledge in
this respect, and thus the miserably paid efforts
of the worker are largely wasted on unproducuve

toil.
The State

But the system of property cannot be dissoc-
ated from the State, which began and has alwawvs

exicted as an instrument for the protecuon

——

the ruling class control over properiv. 15
state is the coercve supersitructure On @ propertl
society which maintains, through s Wwozpon
of force, such as parhiament, the pohce and ihe
army, the dommnanon and prospericy of 1AC
governing class 2s against the explied WorksT



;. abolished, if capitalism and landlordism are
ended, then it will be possible to create an
equitable society by governmental means,
through the institution of the OState. The
anarchist, however, seesIn the State the princi-
pal enemy of the working class. Even where
private capitalism and landlordism are destroyved,
as in Russia, the continued existence of the state
preserves the institution of property.

The means of production may theoretically
become vested in the hands of the workers, but
while the state remains they will in practce be
controlled by the ruling bureaucracy, who will
become the de facto possessing class. The fact
that the new ruling class may have come from
the workers will make no difference: for their
situation will force them to assume the role of
an exploiting class. In order to maintain their
position, they will have to use power. “Power
corrupts, absolute power corrupts absolutely.”
These are not the words of an anarchist but
the melanchely conclusion of a Victorian liberal

To-day the State 1s assuming a more dan-
gerous and powerful form than ever before.
In cvery country power is passing steadily into
the hands of the growing bureaucrat class
founded by the nceds of the state. Political
and economic control are coalescing into one
body, so that the state and its ruling class
can maintain more efficiently their control
and exploitation.

It is clear, then, that if men are to become
free and are to enjoy anything ﬂpprﬂaching
a complete development of their faculties, the
state must be abolished, together with the
system of property, and other means of
exploitation, such as the wages system, which
are contingent to it.

Making the Free Society

In the place of the state the anarchists advo-
cate the establishment of a society in which the
principle or organisation would be not the
government of men, but the administration of
economic resources by means of the voluntary

after 2z liferime studying the development of
human institutions.) Power gives privilege,
the privileges conferred by control of the goods
of society, and it is proved by the verdict of
history that men who have privileges do not
lightly relinquish them or fail to make use of
them for their own ends.

S .

co-operation of the workers.

In order to overthrow the present society and
to establish the new one, we advocate the method
of svndicalism, by which is meant the organi-
sation of the workers in syndicates or umions
on an industrial basis, at their places of work.
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Syndicates differ from ordinary trade unions’ in

that they are organised not primarily for the
securing o‘f reformist amelioration of conditions
under capitalism, but for carrying out the social
revolution by means of economic action—
although they support in every way the day-to-
day struggle of the workers both as a means of
weakening the ruling class and in order to
educate the workers in the tactics of the class
struggle, . The syndicates, moreover, differ from
the trade unions in the fact that instead of being
CeanEIISEd organisations with governing bureau-
cracies, they are federatlons of freely connected

groups of workers organised in the various
factories of each indusiry,

In the present form of society the role of the
syndicates is to prepare the workers for the
revolution, urvuhlliunh cannot made,  uns
Bakunin pointed out, but preparations can be
mgde an Ihul when I'li*',* et the workers real
lae what sction to take tn order to secure the
aticcesafitl overthrow of the state and 1the estab.
Helitment of a free society

I the prosecution of the class steugale the
annrchists reject all veformist or parlinmentary
methods, which merely play into the hands
of the ruling clnss and lead to fatal elass eol-
laboration. The revolution may be maintaine
ed and won only by the direct action of the
workers themselves on the economice field
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where they hold the decisive power. In the
revolution the syndicates will be the organisa-
tions by which the workers will carry out the
social general strike, scize the factories, farms
nnd miluuy-a. and t.‘xpul the property owmners

and the representatives of the state,
L J

Structure of Anarchy

After the revolution, the ‘é)’lhlh'.lhf\. will serve
as the basis for the building of the new society
The immdustries will be run by the workers them
selves, each factory by the men and women who
work there, each tarm by the tarm workers
The factories 1n each industey will be organised
into reglonal and pattonal federations, for the
pulrpase of  co-ordinating  production, and
order 1o co-ardinate (he various induasines (het
will be a general federation of industies. P
tribution will be undertuken by syndicates of
distributive workers, who will run the  stores
from  which goods will be  distnibuted o the
people,  Public services, ke teaching and meds
cine. will be undertaken by the syndicates of
tcmhcrn. Joctors, nurses, eto, arid such munc
] services as are necessary will be undertaken
EY local communes, which will also be federated
regionally and nntinmllr in the same manner n;
the syndicates. None of the regional or nabona
federations will be vested with any authonty—

"* they will be.merely organisations for voluntary
11



co~ordination and the transmuission of informa-
900,

With the ending of a property society, the
state and all 1ts appendages will vamish, A
free socicty where there are no vested in-
terests will have no need of parliaments, codes
of law, pobice, armies, cte., all of which are
intended to prescrve property rights. The
workers themselves can be left to deal with
any people who attempt te interfere with
thoeir fibertics. once they have gammed them.

Ancther consoguence of the sboliton of pro-

perss w3k be the cocing of the money and wages
sTeieass, Wanch heve been smong the most effec-

tivr marass of oppressing the people in the past
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forms of industrial organisation will probably be
followed bv a great decentralisation of function
and administration, a breaking into smaller func-
tional and communal groups, and the break-up
of the factory system, as well as a closer inte-
gration between town and country are likely.
But first the revolution must be made and the
present means of production taken over by the
syndicates and developed by the workers.

This is a period when the old social forms
are passing away, when forms of power are

changing, when the State itself seems to be

driving humanity towards the chaos of a new
dark age of brutality and want. It 1s for the
workers to use their power now to destroy
authority and the property which it proteets,
and to ercet in their place not another edifice
of authority under the guise of “revolutionary
government' or “workers’ state,” but the free
society of anarchy, n whiech alone justice
and equity can determine the lives of men and

‘human socicty develop in freedom to a stage

of plenty and happiness for all men which
the developments of science and the resources
ufnﬂm‘hmmﬁeponﬁkmthcmodem
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